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"President's Walk" to promote wellness 
By Ron Podell 
Cold Michigan winters can 
put a damper on one's moti­
vation to participate in physi­
cal fitness. 
A small group of faculty 
and staff hope to change that 
outlook to something more 
positive by taking some small 
steps, starting with an Em­
ployee Wellness Kick-off, 
scheduled 11 :30 a.m.-1 p.m., 
March I, on the fourth floor 
of the Rec/IM. The featured 
event will bea "Walk with the 
President" at 12:30 p.m. In 
addition, "wellness stations" 
will be available for employ­
ees to learn how to improve 
their physical, social, emo­
tional, spiritual, intellectual 
and environmental well-be­
ing. 
The goal is to have a mini­
mum of I 00 faculty and staff 
p a r t i c i ­
pate. The 
event will 
includere­
f r e s  h -
ments and 
gift give­
aways. 
" W e  
don't have 
a formal 
Gold
office on campus to ensure 
that health and well-being of 
our employees is a priority," 
saiJ Ellen Gold, director of 
Snow Health Center and fa­
cilitator of the EMU Em-
ployee Wellness Committee. 
"The direction we're going 
fits into the strategic planning 
process. Wellness is impor­
tant when you look at the qual­
ity of the institution and the 
quality of life forour employ­
ees." 
The idea for the walk was 
formulated by Gold and Pam 
Kirkpatrick, wife of EMU 
President Samuel A. 
Kirkpatrick, over lunch one 
day last October. From there, 
other interested individuals 
came together to form a com­
mittee, with the intent of de­
veloping regular wellness ac­
tivities for faculty and staff. 
"People need to have area­
son to come to work," said 
Pam Kirkpatrick, a member 
of the wellness committee. 
"When you have something 
planned with colleagues at 
lunch, that's something to 
look forward to." 
Because the weather is 
cold, Kirkpatrick said she's 
noticed many faculty and staff 
eat lunch at their desks. That 
observation led her to think 
more awareness on campus is 
needed about what's avail­
able or what needs to be made 
available to promote em­
ployee well-being. 
"We are concerned about 
people's health and would be 
very supportive of a wellness 
SEE WALK, page 4 
SIMPLY MARVEL-OUS 
COMIC COMPILATION: EMU junior and art major 
Anthony Stewart draws his own rendition of Marvel 
Comics superhero Spiderman. 
The artwork is one of more than 120 pieces of 
comic art on display as part of "What A Hoot: Comic 
Art!," an exhibition at Ford Gallery through March. 
2. Richard Rubenfeld, the show's curator and an art
historian in EMU's art department, will present a
comics symposium, Wednesday, Feb. 21, 7-9:30
p.m., Halle Library.
Some of the panelists for the symposium include
Marie Severin, a cartoonist and colorist whose work 
includes "The Incredible Hulk" and "Muppet Ba­
bies,"; Marv Wolfman, former editor-in-chief of Mar­
vel Comics, who created "Blade,"; Shel Dorf, co­
founder of the Detroit Triple Fanfare and founder of 
Comic-con International: San Diego, the most im­
portant annual comics exposition; and David Quinn, 
a comic writer who is co-creator of "Faust" and 
"Night Vision." 
"South Pacific" offers faculty, staff chance to shine 
By Ron Podell 
Everyone has probably wondered 
what it would be like to be on stage 
under the bright lights and in front of a 
packed audience. 
Well, forthose who've never done it, 
there is an opportunity with Eastern 
Michigan University's Theater 
Department's production of"South Pa­
cific" this June. In a unique casting 
stroke, the play is open to EMU faculty, 
staff, alumni and students - and not 
just theater majors. 
"What prompted this was many, many 
years ago, we sort of did a faculty vari­
ety show, a burlesque fundraiser," said 
Ken Stevens, managing director of EMU 
Theater and director of"South Pacific." 
"Instead of doing that again, we decided 
if faculty want to be in things, we'll 
work them into this." 
Opening day of auditions, scheduled 
Valentine's Day, drew a handful of hope­
fuls, including Pirooz Aghssa, an asso­
ciate professor in the communication 
and theater arts department. 
CAST ME: Pirooz Aghssa, an associ­
ate professor in communication and 
theater arts, belts out a show tune 
during open auditK>ns for "South Pa­
cific" last week. 
tried out for this." 
Aghssa was, too, and said he would be 
willing to take a part wherever he's 
needed. He also sees the production as a 
unique learning opportunity. 
"Well, it could be a situation where 
students and professors will get to work 
together," Aghssa said shortly after his 
audition. "It builds camaraderie and 
merges dividing lines." 
Joey Kley, a senior arts management 
major, said he's been in three previous 
EMU Theater productions and audi­
tioned for "South Pacific" because he's 
worked with Stevens before and enjoyed 
the experience. Kley sang "How To" 
from "How To Succeed in Business With­
out Really Trying" to show off his come­
dic chops and "What March I Say" from 
"Falsettos" to prove his ability to sing a 
ballad. 
While senior and theater major Josh 
In poised fashion, Aghssa belted out Simpson has specialized in makeup and 
"Our Private World' from "On the Twen- stage production, he's not yet had the
tieth Century." Af�r Aghssa finished, 
Stevens said, "Boy, I'm really glad you SEE AUDITIONS, page 4 
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Poly sci students aid Ypsilanti with bond issue survey 
� By Shaun Horrigan Ohren. "It's a learning pro­
cess for students and the 
university's resources help the 
community." 
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EMU political science 
students are getting a hands­
on experience by helping 
Ypsilanti city government. 
The city government has 
adopted a resolution that will 
put a $17.9 million bond is­
sue, concerning road im­
provements, on a ballot in a 
special election in April. 
With the bond issue in 
mind, Ypsilanti City Man­
ager Ed Koryzno spoke to 
students in professor Jeff 
Bernstein's and Joe Ohren's 
Political Science collabora­
tion classes January 29. 
One of the subjects of the 
lecture was the students' 
roles in conducting a survey 
of Ypsilanti residents about 
the bond issue. 
Koryzno has been the city 
manager of Ypsilanti for al­
most six years. He received 
both his bachelor's and 
master's from Michigan 
State University and has 
worked in local government 
since the 1970s. This is not 
his or the city's first collabo­
ration with EMU. 
ln the summer of 1998, 
two of Bernstein's classes 
coordinated a telephone sur­
vey with Ypsilanti residents 
about the city's waste dis­
posal funding. Ypsilanti 
changed the way it budgeted 
for waste disposal after re­
ceiving the survey results. 
"It's a continuation of 
projects with EMU," said 
"One of my goals when I 
started was to improve the 
relationship between 
Ypsilanti and EMU. With a 
new president and his com­
mitment to the community, 
we're looking forward to 
more," said Koryzno. "How 
the city looks and acts are a 
direct reflection of the school 
and vice versa." 
Bernstein's and Ohren's 
political science students wi II 
conduct a phone survey for 
the residents of Ypsil:inti. 
They will ask questions con­
cerning the special vote in 
April. Specifically, their mis­
sion is to find out residents' 
awareness level of the issue 
and whether they understand 
how money is levied. 
"We need to know their 
(Ypsilanti residents) percep­
tions of our finances," said 
Koryzno. 
The class also is being 
asked to find out the residents' 
feelings on the city's current 
state of services overall and 
the level of services residents 
received last year. Koryzno 
said he realizes this is a large 
task. 
"It's hard to gauge citizen 
reaction," said Koryzno. "We 
need to speak to all the neigh­
borhoods." 
For the students, the pres­
sure is higher than originally 
COMMUNITY RELATIONS: Ypsilanti City Manager Ed Koryzno talks with EMU 
political science students about their role in a city survey. Students will interview 
Ypsilanti residents to determine their awareness and interest in a municipal road 
improvements bond issue that will be placed on the ballot in a special April election. The 
city will use the results to gauge the level of public support. 
expected. Since the vote in 
April is a special vote, there is 
even less time to do the sur­
vey than they originally an­
ticipated. 
"They (the students) will 
write it; it's their report and 
we're going to spend a week 
or so writing questions," 
Bernstein said. "They're also 
doing observations with area 
city councils and doing data 
gathering techniques." 
"It's the first class I've 
taken here that's more of a 
field research than just an in­
the-class study," said junior 
Hailey Moore. "We get to not 
only learn, but we get to ad­
minister what we learn." 
The final part of the project 
for the students will be ob­
serving and interviewing city 
council members. 
Senior Sarah Kirkendall 
said she hopes to learn better 
how the city conducts its busi­
ness to serve its citizens. 
"I hope to receive a better 
understanding of how the city 
works with what it has, what 
it doesn't have, and how it 
tries to get what it needs to 
make its people happy," she 
said. 
Koryzno said his other 
projects with EMU have been 
successful and he looks for­
ward to the current survey. 
"It gives the students an 
opportunity to participate in 
local government. And the 
community uses the resources 
of the university," said 
Koryzno. 
Keal Fellowship winners focus efforts on helping others 
By Tricia Couture 
Anita Rich focused on humor and music while 
Elizabeth Butch took a more scientific approach. 
But both women share two things- they are both 
Josephine Nevins Keal Fellowship Award win­
ners and both put their award money toward 
researching diseases. 
Rich, a professor of communication and the­
ater arts, and Butch, an assistant professor of 
chemistry, were two of last year's Keal Award 
recipients to be honored at a 
reception and luncheon 
hosted by The Women's As­
sociation in Halle Library's 
Carillon Room Feb. 13. 
The award is named for 
Josephine Nevens Keal, a 
graduate of Eastern Michi­
gan Universityaroundthe turn 
of the last century. When she 
died, she left $50,000 to East­
ern Michigan and Wayne 
State universities. 
Rich
"I think they're [the fellowships] a help to 
women who want to research," said Rosina 
Tammany, president of the Women's Association. 
"It's an opportunity to do research and attend 
conferences and workshops that they otherwise 
wouldn't have because of money restraints." 
Female faculty who won the fellowships, which 
are worth between $200-$700, used the award to 
study everything from music to early childhood 
education to chemistry. Other professors used the 
grant money to publish material and present at 
national conferences. 
Rich used her award money to study perfor­
mance as poultice -healing through the arts -
using drama and humor to help people who are 
sick. As part of her research, Rich interviewed 
professional clowns working in hospitals. 
"There's a real serious side to it," Rich said. 
"There are really poignant stories." 
As an offshoot of her studies, Rich and her 
students created a performance piece, in a talk­
show format, about a morning in an oncology 
surgery. The piece was showcased at a perfor­
mance festival in Georgia. 
"It's an opportunity to provide students with the 
healing uses of performances," Rich said. 
Rich's interest in the healing power of the arts 
has been piqued ever since she's known people 
who've experienced disease, especially cancer. 
"I think it was my gut calling," she said. 
Butch used her fellowship 
money to study communication 
between cells and what happens 
when that communication be­
comes crossed. 
"Pick any disease. It doesn't 
matter which one," Butch said. 
"With any kind of debilitating 
disease, there is an error in the 
signaling process." 
Butch Butch used her grant money 
to purchase research equipment 
tools that were used to help train students during the 
study. 
"It was payback to see their eyes light up when 
they saw what they learned in classes," she said. 
"When you teach in the lab, they understand better 
than when they do it themselves." 
Applications for the award are sent to faculty 
every year and winners are selected by a commit­
tee. Winners are notified through the provost's 
office and the vice president of academic affairs. 
Composer Joan Tower headlines Music Now Fest 
By Tricia Couture 
The halls ofEastern Michi­
gan University will be alive 
with the sound of Joan 
Tower's music, when she per­
forms as the guest composer 
at this year's Music Now Fest, 
scheduled Feb. 28-March 2, 
at Pease Auditorium. 
"We are privileged and 
thrilled to have Joan Tower as 
our featured composer at 
Music Now Fest 200 I," said 
Kristy Meretta, coordinator of 
EMU music events and one 
of three Music Now Fest co­
ordinators. 
Tower will spend two days 
on campus working with stu­
dents and faculty in prepara­
tion for the fest, Meretta said. 
"The effect is always magi­
cal," she said. "Personal in­
teraction with the composer 
never fails to inspire the per­
formers." 
Students can participate in 
a convocation and address by 
Tower, entitled, "Choreo­
graphing Sound," Thursday, 
March I, 11 a.m., Pease Au-
ditorium, and interact with 
Tower in a program entitled, 
"Meet the Composer," Fri­
day March 2, I p.m., 
Alexander Recital Hall. 
Tower will perform dur­
ing the Faculty Recital, Thurs­
day, March I, 8 p.m.; and the 
Festival Finale, Friday, March 
2, 8 p.m., both at Pease Audi­
torium. Tower's music will 
be performed during both 
events. 
Tower's most recent work, 
The Last Dance, by the Or­
chestra of Saint Luke's, world 
premiered in February 2000. 
Other recent works include 
Tambor, for the Pittsburgh 
Symphony; Rainwaves, for 
the VerdehrTrio; Rapids (Pi­
ano Concerto No 2) for Ursula 
Oppens; Turning Points, a 
clarinet quintet for David 
Shifrin and the Chamber 
Music Society of Lincoln 
Center; and Night Fields, for 
the Muir String Quartet. 
"Joan Tower's music is 
well-crafted and accessible to 
listeners," said Anthony 
Iannaccone, EMU's resident 
composer, 
who was re- .-------, 
s pons  i b I e 
for getting 
Tower to 
perform at 
Music Now 
Fest. "Par­
t i c u l a r l y  
significant 
in Tower's Tower
music is her 
dynamic use of rhythm. In­
ventive and exciting rhythms 
set in rich harmonies and 
melodies are at the core of her 
musical style. Her skill in 
writing for instruments is bril­
liantly displayed in her award­
winning orchestral music." 
Tower currently serves as 
composer in residence for the 
Orchestra of St. Luke's; Asher 
Edelman Professor of Music 
at Bard College where she 
has taught since 1972; co-ar­
tistic director of the Yale/ 
Norfolk Chamber Music Fes­
tival; and composer in resi­
dence at the Summit Institute 
for the Arts and Humanities 
in Utah. 
She also is the recipient of 
the Delaware Symphony's 
1998 Alfred I. DuPont A ward 
for Distinguished American 
Composers and Conductors, 
and was inducted into the 
American Academy of Arts 
and Letters. 
This summer, Tower will 
be a featured composer at the 
Tanglewood Contemporary 
Music Festival, held annually 
in the Berkshire Mountains. 
"Each Music Now Fest is 
really new wine in old bottles; 
the formula remains the same 
but the invitedcomposer (usu­
ally of international stature) 
changes," Meretta said. 
Past guest composers have 
included Samuel Adler, Karel 
Husa, Vincent Persichetti, 
Daniel Pinkham, Fisher Tull, 
John Corigliano, Steven 
Paulus, Libby Larson, Dan 
Welcher and Iannaccone. 
The Music Now Fest, a 
biennial event, began in 1979. 
EMU Director of Bands Max 
Plank developed the idea and W 
obtained the first grant from 
the Michigan Council for the 
Arts. Iannaccone assisted 
with artistic details and 
helped bring Samuel Adler, 
the first featured composer, 
to perform. 
'"The Music Now Fest is 
presented every two years 
and puts the collective tal­
ents of the entire music de­
partment on display and is 
an excellent way to discover 
that contemporary music is 
very accessible indeed," 
Meretta said. 
The public is welcome to 
attend all Music Now Fest 
events and ensemble re­
hearsals scheduled prior to 
the concerts. All events are 
free except for the finale, 
which costs $8. 
For a complete Music 
Now Fest schedule, call 487-
2255. 
For tickets, call the Con­
vocation Center, 487-2282, 
or Quirk Box Office, 487-
1221. 
Faculty, staff campaign on target to reach fund goal 
By Shaun Horrigan 
The EMU Foundation's faculty/ 
staff campaign raised just under 
$ I 00,000 by mid-January, keeping 
the campaign on track to meet its 
$330,000 goal by June 30, said Susan 
Rink, director of annual giving for the 
EMU Foundation. 
paign co-chairs, Merri McClure, ex­
ecutive assistant to the College of 
Education, and Jonathan Lin, indus­
trial technology professor, said Rink. 
Although the campaign is a year­
round effort, the active campaign 
spanned from November 2000 until 
January 200 I. The total of all dona­
tions will be tabulated in June. 
can be made by check, credit card or 
payroll deducation, can be endowed 
or expendable. 
"We receive hundreds of endowed 
scholarships," said Rink. "They're 
usually given in memory of someone 
and for particular areas of study." 
Someof themorepopularaccounts 
include individual department ac­
counts, the Honors program, EMU 
athletics, WEMU, and the newly es­
tablished Undergraduate Symposium. 
sun to donate to," said Rink. 
Some of the donations go toward 
departmental needs not covered by 
budgets. Other donations go toward 
conferences, student financial aid, 
and receptions, she said. 
"Giving to the campaign is one of 
the best ways - besides through 
work life - to give back to East­
ern," she said. "Eastern has a sense 
of family and commits to success. 
Donations don't have to be monu­
mental. Any gift helps." 
"We're about where we were this 
time last year," said Rink of the money 
that has been raised through Jan. 12. 
Current and retired staff and fac­
ulty can make contributions to any 
one or several of the 700 available 
EMU accounts. Donations, which 
The campaign started in Novem­
ber with the recruitment of two cam-
For a more extensive 
listing of University 
events, go to the Office 
of Public Information 
home page at 
www.emich.edu/publicl 
public_information/ 
Harris names Dalbey interim 
associate VP for academic affairs 
Marcia Dalbey, a retired professor and 
former head of the department of English 
language and literature, has been appointed 
interim associate vice president for academic 
affairs by Interim Provost Michael Harris. 
Dalbey's appointment was effective Feb. 
14 and will run through June I, 2001. 
"Dr. Dalbey has a broad-based background 
of knowledge and experience in higher educa­
tion," Harris said. "She came to EMU in the 
fall of 1988 as professor and head of the 
department of English language and litera­
ture, serving in that position until her retire­
ment in 1999. She has the skills and ability to 
get the job done as we move the division 
forward." 
"You can find anything under the 
Fulbright opportunities to 
be presented March 2 
Dr. Karen Adams, assistant direc­
tor of the Fulbright Commission for 
Europe/NIS, will present a workshop 
for faculty and other members of the 
EMU community interested in apply­
ing for the U.S. and visiting scholars 
program, Friday, March 2, I 0:30 a.m., 
302 Halle Library. 
Sponsored by the Graduate School, 
Office of Research Development, and 
the College of Arts and Sciences, the 
workshop is for faculty and staff con­
sidering applying for a Fulbright in 
the future. 
Call Patrick Melia, 487-0042. 
"Arms and the Man" 
debuts Feb. 23 at Quirk 
A Swiss mercenary escapes battle 
to find refuge in the arms of a woman 
and a box of chocolates ... EMU The-
atre presents George Bernard Shaw's 
romantic comedy, "Arms and the -f 
Man," Feb. 23-24 and March 1-3, 8 C 
p.m.; and Feb. 25, 2:30 p.m., Quirk rn
Theater. C 
For tickets, call Quirk Theater 
Box Office, 487-1221. 
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A feature photo of the EMU club :C 
hockey team in the Feb. 6 issue of � 
FOCUS should have identified the o 
EMU player as freshman Ryan 
Gauthier. 
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JO BS LINE An Affirmative Action/ Equal Opportunity Employer 
To be considered for vacant 
positions, all Promotional Open­
ings Application Forms MUST 
BE SUBMITTED directly to the 
Compensation/Employment Ser­
vices Office and received no later 
than 5 p.m., Monday, Feb. 26. 
NOTE: LATE OR INCOM­
PLETE FORMS WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED. 
Vacancy information may 
also be obtained by calling our 
24-hour Jobs Line at 487-00 16.
Compensation/Employment Ser­
vices office hours are Monday -
Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
CLERICAUSECRETARIAL 
(lltr,ng Ra1e) 
CSUR0106 CS04 $ 2 1 ,369 
Senior Account Clerk, Convocation 
Center. 
CSENOl 1 5  csos 5 1 6.903 
Senior Secretary, Admissions (70% 
appointment). 
CSENOl 14 csos 524, 147 
Admissions Processor. Admissions. 
CSBF0108 CS05 $21, 147 
Account Specialist, Parking 
CSSA0 103 csos 5 1 2.074 FMBFOl42 FM06 58.08 
Senior Secretary. Parking (REPOST) 
(50% appointment, Proficicncy with 
Windows software including Word. 
Access. Excel.) 
FOOD SERVICE/MAINT. 
(Houri) Rai<) 
FMBF0 1 4 1  FM06 $8.08 
Custodian, Pray Harrold, Physical 
Plant (Sunday-Thursday. I I p.m.-
7:30 a.m.). 
Custodian. Strong. Physical Plant 
(50% appointment, Sunday-Thurs­
day, 1 1  p.m.-3 a.m.) 
ATHLETICS/COACHING 
Cllinng Range) 
ACPROI07 AC 12 $32, 756-
$39.963 Assistant Football Coach, 
IA Football. 
Why I work at 
Eastern Mich igan University 
I 've been at Eastern Michigan University for almost five years. What attracted me to the University is its unique mission of under­
graduate and graduate teaching, service and 
research. 
Having been in the fund-raising field for 
more than 15 years, I can say, without a doubt, 
that Eastern Michigan is a great place to work. 
People at the University have very friendly atti­
tudes, students are interested and engaged in 
learning, and the faculty docs a terrific job of 
teaching a well-rounded curriculum. Through 
my fund-raising work I can positively affect 
students, faculty and staff by securing addi­
tional resources that enhance the Eastern expe­
rience. 
Serving on the University Strategic Plan­
ning Committee has given me a broader per­
spective of where the University is going in the 
long term. The planning process is a great op­
portunity for the University and the Foundation 
to develop an integrated strategic plan. The 
plan will provide the framework for generating 
additional gifts, enhancing endowments and 
providing additional funding for the Eastern 
Michigan University community. 
EASTERN MICH IGAN UN IVERSITY; .. 
Steve Quinlan, CSPG 
Development Director 
College of Business, College of Technology 
EMU Foundation 
WALK, from page 1 
program here," said 
Kirkpatrick, who suggested 
some "lunch-time" activity 
groups be formed where fac­
ulty and staff can meet for an 
aerobics class or diet counsel­
ing. 
Health-related programs 
and services are available to 
faculty and staff, but fall un­
der what is available to stu­
dents - a structure that may 
inhibit some faculty and staff 
from participating, Gold said. 
For example, the Rec/IM 
is open seven days a week and 
offers aerobic classes, weight 
lifting, an indoor track, and 
basketball and handball 
courts. 
The Office of Nutrition 
Services, located in Room 
206-F of the Marshall Health
and Human Services Build­
ing, is run by junior and se­
nior dietetic students, and of­
fers nutritional counseling and
body fat analyses, each $5 per
visit. The office is open Tues­
days and Wednesdays, from 9
a.m.-4 p.m.
Snow Health Center offers
medical services, nu shots, a 
smoking cessation program 
and a migraine headache sup­
port group, Gold said. 
Another walk, this time 
outdoors.will be scheduled in 
May. 
"We' re trying to start some 
new programs to beef up the 
program we have here." 
Kirkpatrick said. 
AUDITIONS, from page 1 
opportunity to take center 
stage. 
"This is my last chance to 
get in a musical," he said. 
"This is something I want." 
As for the possibility of 
working with alumni and fac­
ulty, Simpson said, "Some of 
the alumni I've seen were in 
the theater program (here) 
before. Plus, it's always inter­
esting to just work with new 
people." 
Stevens thinks so, too. 
"It would be older roles 
where we'd be using faculty 
and staff," he said. "We'd 
probably need about 20 per­
cent ( of the total cast) to be 
adults, based on the older char­
acters in the play." 
Stevens' casting call list 
was longer for Feb. 1 6  and 
said, if necessary, he would 
hold another round of audi­
tions in April. 
